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Message from the Principal, Mrs. Kelly Maloney 

Dear CET Families, 

Hola!  Spanish instruction has begun!  Mrs. Percoco, our Spanish teacher, has been pushing into 
each classroom to provide Spanish instruction for 20 minutes, twice every five days. Speaking in 
Spanish only, Mrs. Percoco uses hand gestures, facial expressions, and props to help students 
understand what she is saying! Her first lesson was on introductions. With the assistance of a 
puppet named Rosa, Mrs. Percoco had students responding to the question “My name is?”  Her 
more recent lessons have involved counting and learning colors.  Mrs. Percoco’s lessons are 
interactive; students have many opportunities to hear and practice the language as well as move. 
We are very excited to be able to provide Spanish instruction to all of our students. As the world 
becomes increasingly interdependent, it is important for students to acquire the skills for 
communication with others and to attain cross-cultural understanding. Ms. Peters, our music 
teacher, is supporting this philosophy by focusing in on various cultures with every grade level. All 
students are learning a song called “Hello Around the World”; twenty-three languages are 
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represented in this song!  Ms. Peters encourages students to greet her in a different language 
when they enter the music room.  

Our fourth grade students had a hands-on learning experience this week and participated in 
Native American Day here at CET. With the support of educators from Madden Farm, students 
rotated through six different stations, each one focusing on a different aspect of the Native 
American life. Students made False Face masks, played Native American games, examined 
artifacts, learned about furs and trading, and even built shelters! If you follow us on Twitter at 
#CETelementary you can check out some of the pictures I tweeted! 

As I mentioned in my last newsletter, teachers have been busy assessing students. All students 
have taken the STAR Early Literacy, STAR Reading, and/or STAR Math tests. The results of the 
STAR test(s) are posted in the eSchool Parent Portal. Remember you will need to have your 
child’s ID number to set up your Parent Portal account if you haven’t done so already. You can 
contact Jean Flandreau in our main office for your child’s ID number, if necessary. She can be 
reached at 271-5184 x3215. If you are having trouble setting up your eSchool Parent Portal 
account, please contact Tracey Borges at 271-4793 x3202. 

Additionally, please be sure that you have reviewed with your child  the Acceptable Use Contract 
for Computer and Internet Use. This contract needs to be signed and returned by Monday, 
October 2. If it is not signed and returned, your child will not be able to use any computers or other 
devices. 

I hope that the school year is off to a good start for both you and your child! 

  

Warmly, 

Kelly 

  
 



News from the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kerri Bianchi 

As we prepare our students for upcoming lockdown drills and fire drills,  I wanted to take this 
opportunity to share the safety drills and protocols that we have in place at CET to ensure the 
safety of the students and staff.  Throughout the district we are trained in responding to 6 basic 
safety protocols referred to as The Simple Six.  I would like to outline each of those protocols by 
giving examples of when they may be put into place and what the procedure is.  A Lockout is used 
when there is a non-imminent threat or hazard outside the building.  We would resume normal 
activity within the building however there would not be outdoor recess or outdoor Physical 
Education classes.  As usual, there would be a single point of entry into the building.  In the event 
of a fire, we would evacuate the building to a designated evacuation area outside the building.  A 
Lockdown is initiated when there is an imminent threat.  Students move to a safe zone location 
within their classroom and remain there until they are released by police or school 
personnel.  Shelter in Place is put into effect if there is a weather related threat, gas leak or 
medical emergency in the building.  In this case, students and staff return to their classrooms, 
remain quiet and await further instructions.  The main purpose of this protocol is to keep students 
secure and hallways clear.  An Evacuation may also be related to a weather threat, gas leak or 
loss of heat.  Students and staff exit the building to a predetermined area and await further 
directions.  The final protocol in our Simple Six is a Staff All Call.  This is initiated when additional 
staff is needed to manage an incident or communicate information to other faculty and staff.  All 
available staff would report to a designated area to receive specific instructions pertaining to the 
incident.  Following these basic safety protocols help ensure the safety and security of everyone at 
CET.  As per New York State regulations, we are mandated to conduct 8 evacuation drills and 4 
lockdown drills.  We will communicate to you via a K12 message when we will be having our first 
lockdown drill.  If you have any questions regarding safety procedures and protocols, please feel 
free to contact me. 

  
 

Message from  Robin Woolley, School Counselor  

Anxious about your child’s anxiety?  Worried about your child’s worries?  Being anxious and 
worried are normal feelings that, when reasonable, can help children to be successful.  Children 



experiencing reasonable anxiety about an upcoming test will spend a few extra minutes studying 
so that they do well.  Children worried about the consequences of doing something wrong will 
often make a good choice and do the right thing.  But what happens when the worries and anxiety 
start to interfere with going to school, making friends, and learning? Here are some resources that 
can help you navigate the world of childhood anxiety: 

Kids Health Article: Anxiety, Fears, and Phobias   http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/anxiety.html 

En Espanol: Ansiedad, miedos y fobias  http://kidshealth.org/es/parents/anxiety-
esp.html?WT.ac=pairedLink   

Kids Health Article: Helping Kids Handle 
Worry   http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/worrying.html?WT.ac=p-ra# 

Scholastic Article: How to Spot and Treat Anxiety in Children 

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/social-emotional-skills/how-to-spot-and-treat-
anxiety-children 

“Parenting in an Anxious Age: A workshop for moms of children 8-12 years old”.  An 
informational/educational parenting workshop is being offered locally starting in October.  This is a 
6 session workshop on Tuesday evenings, starting October 10th or Thursdaymornings, 
starting October 12th.  For more information about fees and dates, contact Suzanne Luntz, 
LCSW, 646-425-3054, suzanneluntz@optonline.net or Marilyn Entwistle, MS.Ed, 914-589-
7844, mentwistle@optonline.net. 

 

CET PTA 

We're thrilled to see how many parents and teachers have already joined the PTA this school year! 
Whether you're a frequent meeting attendee, regular or occasional volunteer, or behind-the-scenes 
supporter, your membership counts. If you haven't signed up yet, it's not too late to be part of this 
organization dedicated to making sure every student gets the most out of their time at CET. Please use 
this form to let us know you'd like to add your name to our growing 
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ranks: https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2h1ZnNkLm9yZ3xjZXQtcHRhfGd4OjVjO
GRlMWVjZjI0MjlkYmE 

Not even a month into the school year, and our dedicated volunteers have already stepped up to the 
plate in so many ways. Thanks to these efforts, we've all benefited from lice screenings, hot lunches, 
Spiritwear shopping, and a summer-like Fall Festival (to name only a few). We hope to keep the 
momentum going by spreading the efforts around. Please find even a couple of hours in your schedule 
this year to lend a hand. Upcoming opportunities include the Scholastic Book Fair (Nov. 2-9), Winter 
Craft Night (Dec. 8), and ongoing lunch service (Sign up 
here: https://sites.google.com/a/chufsd.org/cet-pta/CET-PTA-Homepage/CET-Lunch-Program). 

Share your thoughts or ask questions at any time by emailing CETPTA@gmail.com or attending a PTA 
meeting (next scheduled for Oct. 10, 7:30 pm). Visit www.cetpta.com for information about all things 
PTA. 

 

  SCHOOL PICTURE DAY 

Smile! Picture day is coming up on Friday, October 6th. Students will receive a complimentary 
class photo. Every student will also have their individual photo taken. If you would like to order 
individual photos of your child, you can place this order online at: http://www.all-
starphotos.com (Go to:"Pre-Order School Photos and enter the password "CET17"). If you have 
any questions, please call All-Star Photography (914) 725-5701. 

 

DISMISSAL NOTES 

When  a change in a dismissal note is sent in to CET, please include the student's full name and 
teacher. "A Note to School" pads are available at the Welcome Center, compliements of the CET 
PTA. 
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